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GOLD ROYALTY — 2017–18 STATE BUDGET 

477. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Treasurer’s comments on 2 October in The West Australian that he does not have a plan B to fix the 
state’s finances. Can he today detail his plan A and confirm whether the gold royalty increase was part of that plan 
and whether that plan was communicated to the WA public before the election? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 

Can I refer the member to the budget that I tabled in the Parliament a month ago? That is plan A. The budget is 
plan A. Perhaps I can sit down now and end my response. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I refer to the budget. I want to emphasise a couple of things. When you have a revenue 
writedown of $5 billion, you do not pretend—that is not something I have made up. That is not something I have 
drafted; it is something I have had to react to. I noted, with some interest, that the Leader of the Opposition made 
the point, quite sensibly, back in July — 

Further down the track, after the budget, after they have showed things have gotten worse, then things 
could be recalibrated. 

That is what the Leader of the Opposition said. I think, early on, the Leader of the Opposition understood that he 
has a big job to do to restore some fiscal credibility to not only himself personally, but also the Liberal Party as an 
organisation, so he tried to position the party in a place where it could do that. Unfortunately, over the last four 
weeks, because of, I dare say, some politicking with the National Party in a couple of seats, and some issues with 
the upper house and the lower house—the Leader of the Opposition’s authority does not extend to his upper house 
colleagues—there have been some issues that have meant that he has abandoned that. I say there is no plan B, but 
there is a plan B if I just want to do what the Liberal Party did. I can get on a plane and fly to Japan or, increasingly, 
to Frankfurt, and just continue borrowing money. That is the plan B that was the Liberal Party’s plan A. I do not 
want to adopt the Liberal Party’s plan A, which was forever increasing the borrowing. I do not want to have to do 
that. Interestingly, now, the Liberal Party, from opposition, is desperate to continue with its plan A of increasing 
debt and increasing deficits. That is the Liberal Party plan A. My plan A was different; it is in the budget. The 
Liberal Party has lost its mind and has said, “We’re just going to continue to oppose, and we’re going to delegate 
fiscal decision-making to the National Party of Western Australia.” That is what it has done, and I am going to 
burn its feet on that day in, day out, because I know the Leader of the Opposition—I have heard this from some of 
his colleagues—is horribly embarrassed at how that has happened. 
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